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Updated Verification Requirements to Emergency Rental Assistance Program Now Make It Easier 

for Low Income Tenants to Apply 

County has approximately $10 million to deploy for eviction prevention, rental and utility 

assistance; tenants under 50% AMI no longer need court documentation 

 

The Prince George’s County Emergency Rental Assistance Program (ERAP) continues to accept tenant and 

landlord ERAP applications for eviction prevention. The Department of Housing and Community Development 

(DHCD) strongly encourages landlords to file for ERAP assistance on behalf of the tenant household prior to 

initiating a court-filed eviction process against the household for failure to pay rent or tenant holding over. 

Tenant households with total household income at or below 50% of the Area Median Income (AMI), will not be 

required to provide court-filed eviction documents in order to apply for ERAP. Tenant households at or between 

51 to 80% AMI, will be required to submit at least an eviction court summons and/or a court judgment, along 

with their ERAP application. In accordance with U.S. Treasury guidelines, DHCD will prioritize ERAP 

applicants at extremely low and very low-income levels, as defined by the U.S. Department of Housing and 

Urban Development (HUD). Please note that DHCD will review and validate all household income information. 

Any attempts to withhold household income will delay the review of an ERAP tenant application.   

 

To date, DHCD has assisted over 11,000 households, deploying over $108 million in ERAP rent and utility 

assistance payments to landlords on behalf of their respective tenant households since March 2021. These 

payments have enabled tenants to stay housed while assisting landlords in receiving property income.  

 

Furthermore, Prince George’s County has consistently led the State of Maryland in the deployment of rental 

assistance. In collaboration with our non-profit community partners, Community Legal Services of Prince 

George’s County, the Office of the Sheriff, the Office of Community Relations, and the Department of Social 

Services, we continue to work in diverting evictions and in keeping families safely housed. 

 

Working with our community service providers, DHCD will ensure that the remaining ERAP funds will be used 

to provide rental and/or utility assistance for eligible ERAP tenant households. Once an ERAP application is 

submitted, applicants will be contacted by their assigned reviewers to finalize all necessary information.  

 

mailto:aryeoman@co.pg.md.us
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnByaW5jZWdlb3JnZXNjb3VudHltZC5nb3YvZGVwYXJ0bWVudHMtb2ZmaWNlcy9ob3VzaW5nLWNvbW11bml0eS1kZXZlbG9wbWVudC9yZXNvdXJjZXMvYXJlYS1tZWRpYW4taW5jb21lLWFtaS1saW1pdHM_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDExOS44ODgxMzQ5MSJ9.rH1grFzKhZkVMFmMvK2OwWNDFEPQO1tNRA4Dx_4VErw/s/373590805/br/235667931397-l


Residents with pending eviction cases must attend any scheduled court hearings and may call the ERAP Call 

Center at 301-883-6405 (option 9) for questions related to the status of their ERAP application. 

 

The submission of an application does not guarantee approval for ERAP assistance. All applications are 

carefully reviewed and subject to federal eligibility requirements. Applications are also subject to the 

availability of funding at the time of processing. Further, if a tenant or a member of the tenant household has 

received prior ERAP assistance, whether through the County or other organization, provision of ERAP 

assistance cannot exceed a total of 18 months. 

 

Calls and questions can be made to the ERAP Call Center via phone at 301-883-6504 (option 9). Residents can 

find more information, including a list of non-profit organizations that can assist with completing and 

submitting an ERAP application, the chart for AMI income levels, and videos on how to complete an 

application on the DHCD ERAP webpage. 

 

Landlords and tenants can apply via the ERAP Application Portal. 
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